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The Hongrable Paul D, Tonko
Ranking Member

Subcommittee on Environment
Committee on Energy and Commerce
U.S: House of Reprasentatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-61135

Dear Representative Tonko:

This responds to your letter, dated February 20, 2018, regarding past air travel .of Administrator
Pruitt. The Admiﬁi'strator asked that'l respond on his behalf.

# Ql .
The U.S. Environmental Protectifin’ Anency s rolective Service Detail has identified specific..
ongoing threats associated with the Administrator’s air travel and, therefore; shifted his.class
based on certain security protocols that require him to bé near: ‘the front of the plane. This
location allows the Administrator™s security agents to expeditiously exit with_him upo the
occurrence of a threat. According to EPA's Assistant Inspector General for Investigations,
Administrator Pruitt **has had significantly more threats directed against Hini., There’s abselutely
no qucsuon about i&.™"7 In fact, EPA has received “at least four to five times the number of
threats against Mr. Pruitt.than |lh(,dg__cm.yj hdd ‘against Ms. [Gina) McCarthy:*'¥ In addition to
the increased number of threats, the Assistant { nspeclor General e\phmed that:the threats *run
the variety of direct threats — *F'm ¢ going 1o put a bullet in your brain® - to nnrhed threats — “ift
you don’t classify this particular chemlcal in this particular way, I'm going:t6 hurt you.”" These
threats are not limited to just Administrator Pruitt — they also target his family.?

Because-of these ongoing security concerns, EPA had appiaved, on an individualized basis, each
timethe Administrator needed ¢ use other tln incoach-travel accommodations. Federal Travel
Regulations state that *[w]hen exceptional security circumstances require other than coach-class

" Threats on rise via hécets, posicards and emails, Greenwire (Janvary 11, 2018). Availablé ar

https:/fwavw cenews, ner'grecnwire/stories/| 000070303

B EPA pudls agents from criminal invesfigations 1o guéed Pruitt, CNN {November 28, 2017). Available at

https:/ www.cnn.com/2017/0%2 Vpoliticsiepa-pruitt-agents/index.html.

0 Id.

N ELA Chief's Firsi-Ciass Travel Prowipted by ‘Aggressive’ Encounters. Official Says, Bloomberg Politics
{February 15, 2018). Available at hups //\vww’bloombc‘rg.com!nc“sf'xruclcsﬂoI8-02-ISf'cpakc“hiéf-s-high-ﬂying-
lravcl-prampled-b)'-vu‘"dr-emoun(crs
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airline accommodations,” an agency “may authorize/approve first class accommodations. ™!
Further, * excepllonal set.unty circumstances dre detetmined by [an] agency and should only be
authorized up to the minimum other than coach-class accommodation necessary.™? These
circumstances include. but are. not limited to, situations when the “[u]se of coach-class
accommodations would endanger [one's] life ‘or Government property™ or an agent on protective
detail is “accompanying an individual authorized to use other than coach-class
accommodations.”? The regulations for an agency to approve/authorize business-class
accommodations mirror those for first-class accommodations.™

Enclosed please find-information and documentation respensive to your request for official air
travel of the Administrator, including airfare-and other travel informatien. On past trips, his
protective service detail accompaniéd him-in first class. Should you. aeed information and
documentation regarding the travel of the Administrator’s Protective Scrvice Detail. we can
work with your staff to provide you with an opportunity to review those documents at EPA, as
they are security sensitive.

If

you have further questions, please contact me or your staft may contact Kyle Aarons in my

office at (702) 564-7351 or Aarons.Kyle@epa.gov.

Sincerely

Assomate Admxmstrator

Enclosures

CC:

The Honorable John Shimkus
Chairman, Subcominittee on Environment
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41 C.F.R."§ 301-10.123(a)(3).

1
§§ 301-10.123(a)(3)(0), (ii).
Seed) C.F-R. § 301-10.123(0)(2).
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The Honorable Frank Pallone, Jr.
Ranking Mémber
Committee on Energy and Comnierce

U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-6115

Dear Representative Pallone:

This responds-o your letter, dated February 20.2018; reg.,ardmg, pastair travel of Administrator
Pruitt. The Administrator asked that | rcspond on his behalf.

B, ?;:
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s ‘Pretective Scrvice Detail has identified specific,
ongoing threats associated with the Administrator's air travel and, therefore, shifted his class
based on certain security protocols that require-him to bé ficar thie:front of the plane. This
location allows the Administrator’s security agents to.expeditiously exit with him upon thie
occurrence of a threat: According’to EPA’s Assistant Inspector Géneral for Investmanons
Administrator Pruitt *has had significantly more threats directed against him. There's absolutely
no question about it.”! In fact, EPA has received “at least four to five umes the number of threats
against Mr. Pruittthan [the agency] had against Ms. [(;ma] ‘McCarthy.” *2 In addition to the
increased number of threats, the Assistant Inspector General explained that the threats “ruri-the
variety of direct threats —*I’m ‘going to put a bullet in your bram — to implied threats —if you
don’t classify this particular chemical in this particular way, I'm going to hurt }ou w3 ihese
threats are not limited to just Administrator Pruitt — they also target his family.*

Because of these ongoing security concerns. EPA had approved, on an‘individualized hasis. each
time the Administrator needed to use othérthan cé’z@éithfa\'el accommodations. Federal Travel
Regulations state that *[wlhen exceptional security circumstances require other than coach-class
airline accommodations,” an agency “may atntluorize/’ap;ﬁroxfe first class accommedations.™
Further. “exceptional security circumstances are determined by fan] agency and should only be

' Threais on rise via treets, pmluu d\ and unmh Greenwire: (January | i, 018) Available at

Imps /AwwWw. cenews:net/greenw lrc/slorlcsf 1 06007080S

* EPA puiis agents, from erimingl mvusl igations to guard Pruiit, CNN (Hovember ”8 20G17). Avalhble o

hitps:#wiww.criicon/201 7/0%2 ]/polmcsrcp'i-prum a"uus/mde\ h!ml

¥ ld.

YEPA Chief's First-Cluis Travel Prompted by ‘Aggressive Lnumnlen ()//uml Sens, Bloomberg Politics (l-ebruar)
15.2018). Available at hitps://www bloomber" com/news/articles/2018-02- 15/epa- -chief-s- high- ﬂyln" travel-

prompled-by- vu!gar-umoumers
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authorized up to the minimum other than coach-class. accommodation necessary.”® These
circumstances include, but are not'limited to, situations when the “[u]se:of coach-class
accommodations would endanger Jone’s] life ‘or Government property™ or an agent cn protective
detail is “accompanying an individual authorized to use other:than coach-class
accommodations.™’ The regulations:for ah agency to.approve/atithorize business-class
accommodatiens mirror those for first-class accommodations:®

Enclosed please find information and documentation responsive to' your request for official air
travel of the Administrator, including-airfare and other travel information. On past, trips. his
protective service detail:accompanied him‘in fitst'class: Should you need information and
documentation regarding the travel of the Administrator’s Protective Service Detail. we can
work with your staff to provide you with an opportunity 1o revicw those documents at EPA, as
they are security sensitive. '

If you have further questions, please contact me or your statt may contact Kyle Aarons in my.
office at (202) 564-7351 or Aarons.Kyle@epa.gov.

Sincerely

Toy WEydhs
Associate-Administrator

Enclosures

cc: The Honorable Greg Walden
Chairman

¢ td
7 $§ 301-10.123(a)(3)X1), (ii).
8See 41 C.F.R. § 30]-!0.]23(b)(2).
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The Honorable Diana DeGette

Ranking Member

Subcominittee on Cversight and Investigations
Committee on Energy and Coimmerce

U.S. House of Representatives

Washington, D.C. 20515-6115

Dear Representative DeGette:

This responds to your letter. dated February 20, 2018. regarding past air travel oI Administrator
Pruitt. The Administrator asked that I fespond on. hls behalf.

LN SN N
The U.S. Environmental Protectibl,ii*‘-/wi‘fgeu”éy’Qs:g‘/?rotecti\ae Service.Detail has ideritified specific,
ongoing threats associated with the Adiinistraior’s.air travel and, therefore, shified his class
based on certain security protocols.that require: him to be nearthe front of the plane. This
locaticn allows the: Administrator’s security agents-to expeditiously exit with him upon'the
occurrence of a threat. According 10 EPA’s Assistant, lnspecior (xeneral for lnvesm_almns,
Administrator Pruitt “has had significantly more threats directed against him. There’s'absolutely
no question about it.™? In-fact. EPA has receivéd “at least four o five times the;number.of threats
against Mr. Pruitt than [the agency] had against-Ms. [Gina] McCarthy.™'® In addition to the
increased number of thredts: the Assistant Inspector General explained that the threats “run the
variety of direct threats - *}'in go ing to put a bullet in yotir brain® —to implied ‘threats - ‘it you
don’t classity this particular chemigal in this partlcular way, I'm going to hurt \ou'* 1 These
threats are not limited to just Adniinistrator Pruitt — they also target his family."?

Because of thése ongoing security concerns, EPA had approved, on an individualized basis, each
time the Administrator needed 1o use othér thaﬂ ¢oach-travel accommodations. Federal Travel
Regulations state that *[w]hen exceptional security’circumsiances require other than cgach-class
airline accommodations,™ an agé‘ijé‘y “may;atthorize/approve first class-accommodations.”3
Further, “exceptional security circumstances are-determined by [an] agency and should only be

® Threats on rise via twiets, postcards énd. emails, Greenwire {January 11, 2018). Available at
hteps:#/www,eencws, net/"runwsre/storlcs/ 1 06007080\

W, 4 puiis agens from-criminal in es!lganonv 1o guar i Pruint, CNN tNovember 28, 2017). Available at
hutps:/www.ctin.com/2017/09/2 1 /politics/epa-pruitt-agents/index_html.

W id.

2EPA Chief's First-Cliss Travel 1 ompted by ‘Aggressive” Encounters, Official Says, Blaomberg Politics
(February 15, 2018). Available at htips://wiww.bloomberg.com/news/articles/201 8-02- | S/epa-chief:s-high-flying-
travel-prompted-by-vulgar-¢ncounters.

B 41 CFR.§301-10.123(a)3).
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authorized up to the minimum other than coach-class accommodation necessary.” " These
cifcumstances include, but arc.not limited 1o, situations when the "[u]sc of coach-class:
accommodations would endanger [one’s] life orGovernment: property 'or an agent on protective
detail is “accompanying.an individual authorized to use other than coach-class
accommodations.™!? The regulations for an agency to approwe/authonze business-class
accommodations: mirror those for first-class accommodations.'®

Enclosed please find information and documentation responsive to your request for official air
travel of the Administrator, including airfare and other travel information. On past trips. his
protective service detail accompanied him'in first ¢lass. Should you need information and
documentation regarding the travel of the Administrator’s Protective:Scrvice Detail, we can
work with your staff to provide you with an opportunity to review those documents at EPA, as
they are, security sensitive.

If you have further questions, please contact me-or your staft'may contact Kyle Aarons in.my
oftice at (202) 564-7351 or Aarons.Kyle@epa.gov.

! Assocnate Admmxslratorw
Enclosures

cc: The Honorable Gregg Harper
Chairman, Subcommittee on Oversight and. [Investigations

N 1d.
¥ §§ 301-10323(a)(3)(), (ii).
16 See 41 C.F.R. § 301-10.123(b)(2).
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